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of the Empire should be within striking distance of the route taken by the nomad populations of tlu% East as they pressed towards the West, at the head of the Euxine. The Scythians, the Goths, and the Sarmatoi had all crossed that great region ; the Hints were to cross it in the coming centuries. Placed on shipboard at Constantinople, the legions of the Empire could be swiftly conveyed into the Kuxinc, and could penetrate up the Danube, Tanais, or Horys-thenes to confront the invaders where the danger threatened most.
The story of how Constantino marked out the boundaries of his new capital is well known. Nut content with the narrow limits of the ancient city--which included little more than the district now known as Seraglio Point—Constantino crossed the old boundary, spear in hand, and walked with his attendants altmg the shores of the Pwpun. tis» tracing the line as lie went. His companion** expressed astonishment that he continued so far afield,and respectfully drew the KmjK*ror\ attention to the cnormou.H circuit which the walls wuttUi have to enclose. Constantine rebuked them. M I shall still advance," he said, ** until He, the invisible i;ut«lr who marches before me, thinks it right to strip/* The legend is firnt fount! in Philostorj'ius, ami it; i^ not of much importance. But Ctm.stanttne, *i8* UMKtl, took care to foster the belief that his will was (mil's will, even in the matter of frniiitliiiif Constaulinupir, and that he had but obeyed the clearly t*xj»rcv«*tl command of Heaven. In one of his edicts he incidentally refers to Constantinople us the city \vhiiJiwinds into the port of Constantinople, which, for many ages, attracted the commerce of the ancient world."
